CHAPTER IV
WINDING, WARPING,  AND WEAVING
THE cotton-manufacturing industry of this kingdom,
producing plain and artistic cloths in many varieties for
all the home markets and distributing centres abroad,
constitutes one of the great factors in our industrial and
commercial greatness. Were we to seek for evidences of
wonderful natural gifts and great genius, we should find
them in an eminent degree in the evolution of the pro-
ductive arts. One has only to compare the perfection of
the system of cloth production in the present day with
the primitive forms of olden times to realize how wonder-
fully mind has conquered matter, and how cleverly it
has brought scientific exactitude and artistic merit to
bear in all the minutiae of textile work.
At the British Textile Exhibition held at the White
City, London, was staged the most wonderful display of
British fabrics that has ever been seen, and the many
thousands of different styles gave a remarkable picture
of the development in textile arts during the past few
years. These great developments show that Art has
become more and more the handmaiden of industry.
The cotton-weaving districts of England are principally
centred in North and North-east Lancashire, where the
humid climate is an advantage of inestimable value to
cloth production. There is also weaving in the Bolt on,
Manchester, Ashton-under-Lyne, Stockport, and other
South Lancashire districts, principally attached in the
latter places to the spinning mills. In towns like Preston,
Blackburn, and Darwen, too, many firms both spin and
manufacture. In Yorkshire there is cotton weaving in
the district of Todmorden; and in the Scotch counties of
Ayr, Renfrew, and Lanark weaving has in recent years
increased in substantial measure* From the domestic
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